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us. Some of them have been three or four times, setting
an example of the sociability to which they invite us,
Having so totally given up society, I had no idea that
the persons whom I had for so many years declined visit-
ing would have come to see us, and expected to have had
(what I really wish for) a very small circle, at the largest
not exceeding a dozen families. But this part of my plan
I must relinquish, unless I wish to give offence. At least
30 families have already visited us and I am over head
and ears in debt. Yet I hope to limit habits of intimacy
and not allow my time to be wholly taken up by society.
If it depends on me, a very few, very few, will be on
the list of intimates, but among them shall be sweet Mrs.
Wirt and her lovely daughters. Instead of a formal
morning call, she and the girls came in the afternoon and
urged us to follow their example. Mrs. W. and her two
eldest daughters, Elizabeth and Catherine, last winter
joined the church, and tho' they participate in the general
amusements of society it is with that moderation, which
fulfils the precept of St. Paul, to use the world, but not
abuse it. She is however a domestic woman, visiting
as little as her situation will allow. The whole family
are refined and intellectual and derive their chief amuse-
ments from books, music and conversation. Catherine
is in such delicate health, that she is never to go out of
an evening. She is one of the loveliest and most interest-
ing creatures I have ever met with, and so tender, so
carressing, so delicate and soft in her manners. But
more of her another time. Mr. Wirt has taken two pews
in the church in which we have taken ours and for the
same reason, Mr. CampbeFs being the pastor.1 It was
tinder his ministry that the girls made an open profession

1 John Nicholas Campbell, pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian
Omrch.wings. The house was one of flawless taste architecturally
